Malignant fibrous histiocytoma.
Seven cases of malignant fibrous histiocytoma are reported. Two patients had tumour involving the scrotum and small-gut mesentery, which are unusual primary sites, while three others with pulmonary metastases are alive five years since the appearance of these metastases. A review of the histogenesis, biological behaviour and the treatment of these uncommon tumours suggests that the prognosis is good even in the presence of advanced local or metastatic disease. Radiotherapy controlled the primary lesion in one patient and was effective in treating pulmonary metastases in three, suggesting that these tumours do show a response to radiotherapy. The prophylactic use of radiotherapy and chemotherapy awaits further evaluation.